
 
 

  
 

CHARITY BEGINS AT HOME AT SLOUGH CHURCHES 
Temporary night shelter offers hope to homeless 

PLACE of issue, 30 March 2014 - In response to a significant increase in rough sleepers in Slough, two 

charities joined together in a new approach to provide temporary emergency night shelter.  The London 

and Slough Run (LASR) and Slough Homeless Our Concern (SHOC) reached out to local churches and 

communities inviting them to open their doors and take in homeless people who would otherwise be 

sleeping in doorways and graveyards. 

The response was hugely positive. Nine churches signed up for the programme each providing a night of 

shelter, food and friendship every week.  Their local congregations prepare hot food and drinks and then 

sit to chat with their guests before lights out. The following morning, the guests are driven back to SHOC 

where they get further support throughout the day.   

The initiative, which started in January, finishes today and the rough sleepers must now return to the 

streets.  As it draws to a close, these two local charities are proud to have managed to keep up to 25 

people indoors on the coldest nights of the year.   

Currently, in Slough there are 40 rough sleepers – men, women and even teenagers.  The numbers 

reached this record high in a relatively short space of time following policy changes which allow other 

boroughs to send homeless people to Slough.   

Funding this venture is a challenge and both The London and Slough Run and SHOC need help to pay for 

the winter shelters and to plan for next year when they fully expect to have to repeat the programme 

once more.  Donations can be made through http://www.justgiving.com/LondonandSloughRun. 

 “This new community approach has been a great success and already we are planning for next year. We 

are hugely dependent on the community and hope that we could run the programme for an extra month 

next winter. We are looking for local businesses to work with us so that we can provide shelter to more 

people and help them to find longer-term solutions to help them to get off the streets permanently.” Said 

Ray Waite Chairman of SHOC  

John Power, Chairman, The London and Slough Run, said: “For 63 nights, we can be grateful that up to 

25 people did not have to endure the bitter cold, the rain and winds. We know that some of our guests 

were able to make positive moves to help themselves get off the streets permanently – simply by keeping 

off the streets at night enabled them to find longer-term solutions.” 

“I felt strangely energised, humble and proud to be one of the team as guests and volunteers worked 
together” said Mark Johnson, Burnham & Slough Deanery Lay Chair and Volunteer. 
 

           Contd.../2 

 

http://www.justgiving.com/LondonandSloughRun
http://sloughhomeless.org/


 
 
The London and Slough Run is a soup run which has been going for 30 years providing hot food and 

drinks to homeless people each week and has  signed up to a housing justice winter night shelter 

franchise (a leading authority) who have accredited the scheme. SHOC has been helping homeless 

people in Slough since 1997, providing much needed support providing training, help with housing and 

processing through the local council systems.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The London and Slough Run is a charity dedicated to helping the homeless and people in need by 

providing hot food and drink, clothing and most of all compassion and companionship.  Every week, the 

volunteers go to pre-designated sites in London and in Slough and spend time with people who are most 

vulnerable.  The charity has been in existence for 30 years and is funded by donations from local 

communities in the Slough area.  The charity is run by the board of Trustees who administer and manage 

over 100 volunteers.   

www.thelondonandsloughrun.com 

 

SHOC (Slough Homeless Our Concern) is a day centre that exists to provide support, including training, 

job seeking and help with housing and health issues, to homeless people in Slough.  It is the only centre 

within a 20-mile radius that offers the homeless both crisis care and long term transformational help 

towards independence.  Since 1997 SHOC has helped over a thousand people.  This focused and 

dedicated work has been recognized by awards of Slough Mayor’s Charity of the Year 2011 and a 

Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service in 2012. 

www.sloughhomeless.org 

 

 

Homeless of Slough settle down to sleep 

  

Helpers cooking up a meal for the homeless  
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John Power, Chairman of The London and Slough Run addresses  

the volunteers on the last night of the Winter Shelter 

 

 

 

 

  


