
 

Trustees Report 2018 

The London and Slough Run (LASR) had another long running and  successful Winter 

Night Shelter in Slough this year. The shelter was open for 94 consecutive nights to the 1st 

April 2017 and was used by 49 guests, 22 of whom went on to find accommodation and 

many of them have since found employment. Crisis at Christmas offered to accommodate 

20 rough sleepers from Slough in December 2017 and this enabled the Charity to offer 

continuous shelter from the 21st December 2017 to the 1st April 2018. We are very 

grateful to Crisis at Christmas for the places provided.  

This is the second year the shelter was operated in partnership with Slough Borough 

Council. Staff from the Housing Needs Department attended the shelter regularly helping 

our guests on a pathway to accommodation. In addition, staff from Turning Point, the drug 

and alcohol service, attended the shelter on a weekly basis and had a number of referrals 

helping many guests.  

We are most grateful to all our volunteers for the time they spend in support of the project 

and to faith groups for providing the venues, volunteers and the food. Local businesses 

have also been very generous in their support; including the Hilton T5 at Heathrow, who 

provided food, toiletries whilst their housekeeping team laundered bedding for the 

shelter, a great help. Local schools, such as Churchmead in Datchet and LVS in Ascot 

supplied hot meals prepared by their Home Economics students. This year also saw the 

Pupils and Staff from Eton College help out every week. The Staff and Pupils at Eden Girls 

school also helped tremendously with fundraising and donations. The Slough Community 

Policing team continue to be very supportive of the shelter and of weekly soup runs at St 

Mary’s Parish Church. We are grateful to DCI Nikki Pierce who sponsored an application 

for funding from the Police Community fund which was successful.   

Slough Borough Council and LASR have agreed to continue running a night shelter in 

partnership for 2018/19.   

The cost of the running the Shelter this year was just over £35k. The bulk of this cost is in 

the provision of two fulltime personnel every evening to manage the Shelter.  

The LASR had a most successful year fundraising. Father Michael Spain of St Joseph’s, 

Gerrard’s Cross led a sponsored cycle ride on the Camino de Santiago in Spain during June 

2017.  

In November 2017 Brid Vaughan organised the third ‘Slough Sleepout for the Homeless’ 

at St Bernard’s Catholic School. The event was attended by the Mayor of Slough, Ishrat 

Shah, local councilors and the event was opened by Patti Boulaye. Tanmanjeet Singh Dhesi 

MP and his wife Manveen participated in the Sleepout helping to raise funds. The sleepout 

was a huge success raising more than £40k. LASR plan to organize another sleepout in 



 

2017. Further corporate and individual donations brought total receipts to £80k for the 

year. Many thanks to Datchet fete , The Masonic Lodge of St John , Telecoms company 3, 

The Hilton T5, Thames Valley Housing Community Chest, Mars UK, Caldicott and 

Maltman’s schools and The Catholic Women’s League and the many more who donated 

during the year.  

The Charity was honored to have one of it’s Trustees Mr John Goudie awarded Slough CVS  

“Volunteer of the Year” award at a reception in the Marriott , Slough. John has been the 

Heart and Soul of the Slough Winter Night Shelter since it’s foundation and was one of 24 

nominees for the award.  

Kevin Corrigan resigned as a trustee in 2017. The board would like to thank Kevin for all 

his tireless work and dedication over many years. His contribution as a trustee has been 

invaluable and he will be missed by the board.  Longstanding volunteers Eugene Walsh 

and Brian Kearney joined the board of Trustees in 2017.  

 LASR continue to operate a weekly London run to Waterloo and Temple feeding  up to 

200 people a night. This is undertaken by volunteers based at St Joseph’s Gerrard’s Cross.. 

LASR also continue to organize a weekly Soup run at St Mary’s in Slough. Demand for this 

service remains high with circa 50 people being helped every week. The Slough Run is 

supported by Rev Andrew Alan of St Mary’s and the local community policing team. 

Groups from the Catholic churches in Burnham (Our Lady of Peace) and Ascot (St Francis), 

the Slough Baptist Church and the Slough Mosque take it in turn to host the soup run.  

The Slough Homelessness Forum was established in 2015 and LASR are members. The 

forum brings together charities, the council, police and faith groups involved with the 

homeless in Slough with a view to establishing better communication and co-operation 

between these groups. The forum hopes to run a “Housing First” pilot in Slough with input 

from all groups and LASR are committed to being part of this initiative.  

The night shelter and soup runs involve many local volunteers from Christ the worker C 

of E Langley, St Augustine’s RC Datchet, Slough Baptist Church, Holy Family RC Langley, 

St Mary’s C of E Datchet, St Georges C of E Britwell , St Andrews Methodist Church,  Our 

Lady of Peace RC Burnham the Masjid Al-Jannah and Slough Central Mosques.  The 

trustees continue to be very grateful to all of them for their selfless and tireless work in 

support of the most vulnerable and marginalised people in society.   

 

Signed on behalf of the London and Slough Run by order of the trustees; 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Power  

Chairman     

07837333986 

admin@sloughnightshelter.org 

 

www.thelondonandsloughrun.com  
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